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MODERN SLAVE TRADERS 



For several years after the Civil Wa 
i the memory of the struggle 



By JAMES WILSON, 



good dinner with enough left to grease 
the wheels of the law, and the poor 



fresher in the minds of the people than workcr-now a ^'"'f^J 10 *'^* 1 ^ 
at present, and before later events had 
drawn the attention of the public from 
the terrible conflict lietwccn the misled 



In Spokane the Superior Court, so 
called because it is superior to the com- 
IVVW Bui Up— Fisher 021 — F— 
woVkcrsTf the" South and" the North! P»a'»" of ^ P°° r r handed down or 



handed out a decision that the license of 
the employment ofticcs may not be re- 
voked by the city. Not that there is any 
chance of the city grafters quarreling 
with their bread and butter, but to make 
more secure the inalienable right of the 
employment thief to rob his victim in 



r literature or information bearing on 
the terror? of the war was of the great- 
est intcrcM to "patriotic" Americans. 
Of t-qual interest were the Imrrors of 
neuro slavery. 

A profitable entertainment of twenty 
.years ago in the F.a«tern States was a ^ 
ster«-«'p?h*«»n exhibition of battle scenes p ^ 
and Southern life from photographs 
taken from life. One of the most 
striking of these latter was a picture 
of the slave market in New Orleans. 

Here was a picture of a large slave 
warehouse, with a sign runninc the 

whole length of the building which ad- . » , 

..... wZ i t ■ that the interests of the working class 

vertised ' 'Hackctt & Co., Wholesale and .... . , ... 

rw„„ ;„ . ca " * "P ,kM b >' °" r organization? Wc 



These cninloyiiKir. ofticcs arc the 
headquarters for scabs. That alone con- 
dones all their crimes in the eyes of the 
employers. They are too useful to be 
abolished. 

What arc the members of the I. W. W. 
doing about all this? We who insist 



Retail Dealers in Slaves. 1 

Time changes things. What a curios- 
ity would such a sign be today in the 
midst of the busy life of the city! Yet 



arc doing more than might appcr 
the crsual observer. When the lumber 
workers of western Montana went on 
strike this last summer the unrelcn.ing 



this was customary and legal in the pickcling at)d advertising by the union 



memory of many men now living. 



in Spokane and elsewhere was the means 



Today, in the industrial centers. o( kccping ,, lc cmplovnicnt offices from 
North and South alike, wc have also gc|Ung any bl)t ycry fcw |cabf to ship 



the wholesale and retail dealers 
slaves— white, black and yellow. Es- 
pecially is this the case in the towns of 
the Pacific Northwest. Transient la- 
borers form the majority of the working 
class in this part of the country. The 



to Montana. So offensive were we to 
the would-be scab herders that they had 
our street banner taken from us by the 
police and our permit to carry it re- 
voked. The- anger of the employers and 
their hired lackeys, the police, is a sure 



Jobs are mostly on railroad and con- proof if any were nmK .,|, of , he amonnt 
•truction work or in the many logging of « busincss » wc havc cut off from 
camps and lumber mills, where the de- thc5c graftcrs< Though we havc not 
mand for men and the jobs for them yet c , OJed any employmcnt officef thcy 
arc alike temporary and uncertain. „ e | carninR to rcspcct lhc industrial 
To supply U.. n-.cr and to dis'rib'it- Workers of ihc World as h-artily a? 
them to the various battlefields in the they hate us, and in view of the fact 
industrial war with speed and keen that most of the members of the union 
competition among the workers, the here so far arc transient laborers, and 
modern slave trade — called the' employ- that wc have no one particular employer 
mcnt agent— grows fat and rich from to fight, the employmcnt office is the 
the misery of his victims. Like Haley, proper and "scientific" point of attack, 
in "Uncle Tom's Cabin," he is secure The proprietor of the largest employ- 
in the protection of the law and in the men t office in Spokane admitted not long 
well-paid blindness of its hirelings. ago that his office had shipped over 
To be forced to pay for slavery is eighty thousand men in the past twelve 
bad : to be roblicd without the pay of months. Nothing less than $1 per head 
the slave— fond and clothes— is what? for slaves and from that as high as $15 
The daily experience of thousands of or even $20 for some jobs. A profitable 
men in Spokane. Seattle, Portland and business indeed. With entire concord 
numberless other places. among themselves as against the work- 
in times of industrial activity, when ers, and a well-paid understanding with 
the demand for laborers is fairly brisk, the pillars of the law, the employmcnt 
and when the worker could as well or sharks have in truth a "cinch." 
better sell himself direct to his master, We have continual skirmishes in the 
there may be less complaint from "the warfare we arc waging on them, 
brother to the ox." who is contented to Some time ago one of the men con- 
be allowed to exist, even when he has nected with the "Peerless" office in Spo- 
bcen shipped, perhaps hundreds of miles, kane was sent to the penitentiary for a 
in exchange for his last cent, and has year for sending obscene matter through 
found not even the promised job he was the mails. This related to the shipment 
swindled into buying. of some young women for immoral pur- 
.But now we see the men out of work poses. He was tried and convicted be- 
and desperate and countless. The job fore the United States Circuit Court for 
sign is thronged with eager watchers, this district, and the local press rang 
and it is the exception rather than the with the exposure, which included a 
rule for the workingman finally to get number of the slave markets of Spo- 
the job he starves himself to buy. ' kane. The Spokane Press, in comment- 
He then comes back, after beating his ing on the arrest of Scbring, said: "The 
wav on the freight train, to the scene Peerless agency was the one where Sara 
of "the robbery, and demands the return Serl was promised innocent girls be- 
of his office fee in accordance with the tween the ages of 14 and 16 years for 
agreement ( !) on the bill of sale, other- the house of ill-fame which she rcpro- 
wise known as an employmcnt office re- tented that Zelpha Lyons was alnrnt to 
ceipt. He tells his troubles to the sleek start at Nelson. B. C." 
and well-dressed employmcnt agent-if Many of the Spokane employment 
the latter is not too busy to hear him— agtncics were implicated in this rotten 
and is laughed at for his pains. Hav- affair of shipping women, and the 
ing perhaps a lingering superstition that amount of graft in question was large, 
the law will punish the crime of obtain- None of the criminals were brought to 
ing money under false pretences when justice except C. F. Scbring. above re- 
committed by an employment agent, he fcrrcd to, of the Peerless office. He 
goes to the chief of police, who sympa- may havc been imprudent or lacked 
thires with him and refers him to— the money. 

prosecuting attorney, who. by the way, The speakers for the union have been 

will probably "vag" him in a few days, in the habit of asking workingmen 

The man docs not yet realize that the robbed by the slave traders to bring 

working class and the employing class their cases to the union for the recovery 

havc nothing in common ; he thinks that of the money, where possible, or at least 

they both are equal before the employ- to advertise the agency in question for 

er>' law. So he sees the county a.- the warning of other men not yet robbed, 

torncy. who also sympathizes with him The connection of the Peerless agency 

and ends by telling him that a prosecu- with the penitentiary was referred to on 

tion is out of the question because occasion, and this seems, for some rea- 

"tliere are so many cases like his that son. to have lessened the receipts from 

it wonld bankrupt the county to handle the "female department" 

them all." One of the speakers was arrested and 

Much like the man in Boston whose put in jail for disorderly conduct, it be- 

eellar was flooded and hl» chickens ing out of the question to urge slander, 

drowning, and who complained m turn the facts in the ease being too well 

to all the city officials, and was finally known for that. A transcript of the 

asked. "Why the h — 11 he didn't keep proceedings of the United States Clr- 

ducks?" c°rt Court in the matter of Scoring was 

But the employment shark has had a • prepared at the request of the union's 



attorney. The Kangaroo Court (?) 
found the agitator guilty. The incor- 
ruptible judge imposed a fine of twenty 
dollars and costs with a reprimand and 
warning on the uselessness of agitatorr 
in general, and a kind suggestion that 
all workingmen not satisfied with the 
workings of the law in "our"— meaning 
the judge's • and employers'— country 
ought to emigrate. The convict, in 
preference to paying the fine, went to 
jail, and was locked in the dark cell 
rather than work on the city chain gang. 
The chain gang is not a union job. It 
is "unfair to organized kiliorcrs." 

The union then appealed the case, not, 
of course, to get justice, but as an ob- 
ject lesson to get the scum off the work- 
ers' eyes and to remove their reverence 
for politicians and lawyers. After the 
formality of a trial, which was crowded 
by over five, hundred workingmen. the 
verdict of the lower court was affirmed 
by the jury, one of whom remarked on 
being examined that he was prejudiced 
against men who publicly denounced the 
laws of the country. He was allowed 
to be a juror by the fairest judge on the 
bench. Cheerful prospect for the union 
man who comes in front of any of the 

others. 

THE PRICE OF LIBERTY. 
I quote from "Everybody's Maga- 
zine" of October, 1908: 

Debs explained: "We would havc 
the government take the trusts and 
•remove the men who own and control 
them: the Morgans and Rockefellers, 
who exploit; and the stockholders 
who draw unearned dividends from 
them." 

Asked Lincoln Steffens: "Would 
you pay for or just take them?" 

"Take them," answered Debs. 

''No," cried Berger, and, running 
around to Debs, he stood menacingly 
over him. "No, you wouldn't," he de- 
clared. "Not if 1 was there. And you 
shall not say it tor the pa. ty. It u 
my party as much as it is your party, 
and I answer that we would offer to 
pay." 

Query by Covington Hall: "Offer 
to pay" with what, O mighty Boss? 
Surely not with labor-time checks? 
Surely you would not propose that 
the working class commit an act of 
revolution and then relinquish all the 
fruits thereof, which it would certain- 
ly do in the moment it agreed to 
"pay" the capitalist class a cent for 
the machinery of production? Surely 
you btill adhere to our ancient, 
world-wide declaration of war; 
"Workers of the world, unite! You 
havc nothing but your chains to lose: 
You have a world to gain I"? If not, 
as this is a declaration of war and 
not an otfer to compromise, you are 
a traitor to the cause you claim to 
champion; you are but the political 
Sam Gompers of the labor movement, 
for, taking your own statement, ttiere 
is no essential difference between 
the "Socialism" of Victor Berger and 
the ''Unionism" of Sam Gompers, for, 
listen: "What organized (:) labor 
asked at the hands of Congress was 
not immunity from law, but a de- 
mand tor the fulfillment of the con- 
stitutional guaranty of equality before 
the law with all other citizens. It 
wa« a protest against class distinc- 
tions. The socialists have organized 
a political party, a class party, to 
overcome and conquer what thcy are 
pleased to call capitalistic govern- 
ment. It is repugnant to the very 
ideals of American equality before the 
law. The organized (?) labor move- 
ment of America enters into the po- 
litical campaign to secure equality be- 
fore the law in all respects, to co-op- 
erate with the most enlightened and 
important elements of all our people, 
to bring about continued material im- 
provement in the conditions of the 
workers, to make each succeeding day 
a brighter one in the annals of our 
national development, to insist that 
the theory and basic principles of our 
republic are sacred." All of which 
was said by Mr. Sam Gompers to Mr. 
James Creelman, and put down in the 
September, 1908. number of "Pear- 
sou's Magazine." 

Now, Vic, regardless of Sam's de- 
nunciation of "the socialists" and 
their "class party," I resubmit that 
there is no essential difference be- 
tween your and his idea of the tabor 
movement, for both of you upheld the 
sacredness of "the law," you with 
your imbecile declaration that we, the 
socialists, will "offer to pay" the cap- 



italists for the trusts, he, with his 
iterated and reiterated mouthing of 
"American equality before the law;" 
in either case, between you and Sam, 
we are between hell and and breakers, 
for, in either case, whether we are 
politically organized (?) under your 
leadership or industrially organized 
(?) under his leadership, wc are con- 
demned to keep on paying tribute to 
the capitalist class, for your "offer to 
pay" means nothing more nor less 
than a recognition of the capitalist 
law of property, as his "American 
equality before the law" means noth- 
ing more nor less than a recognition 
of all the laws of capitalism, and all 
the laws of capitalism rest on its law 
of property, which rests on working 
class slavery. Both of you, by such 
language, wipe out the class struggle 
and in so doing render the army of 
the Socialist or Labor Movement 
powcrltss for victory. 

Did the feudal nobility pay the 
slave owners for their slaves, or rec- 
ognize their laws, "sacred" or other- 
wise? No. 

Did the capitalist class pay the feu- 
dal nobility for their lands, or rec- 
ognize their laws, "divine" or "nat- 
ural?" No. 

Then why, great Socialist leader and 
great Labor leader, do you insist that 
the working class "offer to pay" the 
capitalist class for its machinery and 
recognize its laws? Why? 

Methinks both of you are faking, 
he to fall into a berth like Terrence 
Powderly's, you to occupy Marion 
Butler's scat in the United States 
Senate, while we who carry the bur- 
den and do the actual fighting, are 
left to hold, like the Knights of La- 
bor and the Populist Party, a shell 
from which you have eaten the kernel. 

Nay, it is not Socialism nor Union- 
ism, it is not the voice of Labor 
speaking through either' of you— it is 
the machine of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor laying its murderous 
hand on the soul of the Revolution 
and seeking to strangle it to death. 

We, the proletariat, have borne the 
burden of chattel slavery, of feudal- 
ism, of capitalism, of every slavery 
that has sucked blood from the human 
heart; we have toiled and dreamed, 
and fought and suffered, and now, 
with the long night drawing to its 
close 

Listen not to Victor Berger and 
Samuel Gompers, workers of the 
world I 

Awaken! Organize! Arise, and 
fight! 

You havc paid for this world a 
thousand times and over, in blood, in 
tears, in crucifixion on top of cruci- 
fixion, and you should pay no more — 
you should demand interest for your 
property so long withheld from you. 

Down with the Resolution! 

On with the Revolution I 

"Eternal vigilance is ' the price of 
liberty!" COVINGTON HALL. 



ADROAD THE NATION 



PRESTON AND SMITH DENIED 
REHEARING. 

Carson City, Ncv., Oct. 9.— The Su- 
preme Court of Nevada has rendered 
a decision denying a hearing in the 
case of M. R. Preston and Joseph 
Smith, the two men now serving sen- 
tence in the Nevada Penitentiary for 
the ^looting in self-defense of John 
Silva, a Goldfield restaurant keeper 
whose waitresses were on strike at the 
time. The case was appealed to the 
Supreme Court some time ago, but 
was dismissed on motion of the At- 
torney General on the ground that the 
petition fur an appeal did not state 
sufficient facts for an appeal. 

This is the second time these men 
have been denied a rehearing of their 
cue. but Socialists and labor men in 
general say that the prisoners will 
eventually have a new trial as the re- 
sult <>f the agitation being carried on 
in their behalf. 



A word to the wise is sufficient! 
Cold facts should appeal to yon. 
We most have $5,000 within three 
months. If it be $10,000 it wonld 
be still better. Bnt we must have 
$6,000. This is straight talk. Ton 
can get them, yon, and yon alone. 
Let this appeal speak for itself. 
Qet to work, order collection lists 
from general headquarters, collect 
the sinews of war among your 
shopmates, every man, every wom- 
an a dollar! All together n>w! 



By J. H. 

The "Overall Brigade," en route from 
Portland, Ore., to Chicago to the Fourth 
Annual Convention of the Industrial 
Workers of the World at this point, has 
finished another successful propaganda 
meeting at Missoula, Mont. This m;>kcs 
three successful meetings in this city. 
Literature sales havc been the best here 
of any place so far on our route, while 
the song sales have doubled, running as 
high as $10 or $12 per meeting. The 
collections havc been in the same pro- 
portion. In fact, it is the first place 
where the audience has thrown dollars 
into the crowd at the feet of the singers, 
as well as many smaller pieces of change 
that came jingling along at the same 
time. One collection in the hat was 
$14.25. This all tells one story in brief— 
and that is the growing sentiment toward 
Industrial Unionism. 

It is plain to see that the lumbermen's 
union, which was generally understood 
to be a part of the W. F. of M., will 
soon be a part of the I. W. W. But 
with all the favorable conditions and 
enthusiasm, and a thousand invitations 
for the "bunch" to return, we arc off 
again for the railroad yards to continue 
our journey to the city of Butte— the 
noted mining camp. 

Our special car is found. It goes in 
our direction as far as Garrison Junc- 
tion. It is not a long ride, and we are 
now spinning along at passenger speed. 
The long blast of the whistle which 
sounds and resounds through the moun- 
tain tops and valleys on this cold morn- 
ing, announces that we are approaching 
the junction. We are there, unloaded 
and off for the jungles. The cook and 
a delegate are on their way to the store 
for cuppliex,. while .the, rr*t,x«£ 
"bunch" is shivering around t>? camp 
fire. 

Soon the fire is burning bright, the 
breakfast is cooking and the sun is 
making its appearance above the horizon, 
which adds some comfort to our condi- 
tion on these cold mornings in the Rocky 
Mountain country. The delicious break- 
fast is ready and the "bunch" is congre- 
gated to partake of the passover. 

The revolution and its scientific doc- 
trines are now receiving a practical ap- 
plication. John D. Rockefeller, it is 
said, offered a milh'on dollars one time 
for a working man's appetite, but if he 
could get the appetite of any one of this 
"bunch" he would evidently give several 
times that amount. Further, if he really 
desires to get one of these appetites we 
can show him how it is done. 

The great morning passover is to an 
end, and just as luck will have it, a 
train is starting for Butte. It runs 
directly past the jungles, and as it comes 
along nineteen passengers climb aboard 
Here we find two fairly decent union 
breakmcn, and by a small contribution 
we have arranged a quiet, peaceful ride 
in an open ore car — really a proletarian 
observation car. After a few hours' ride 
and viewing the beautiful mountains 
and farm valleys, as well as a number 
of ftage slave crews working for the 
Milwaukee railroad, for their board, or 
possibly a little more, we arrive in the 
great city of Butte. This, the greatest 
mining camp on earth, is in a lethargic 
stage. Times have changed. , Butte is 
no more Butte. Thousands of idle men 
swarm the street*. And thorsands- arc 
broke and bumming meals. As a re- 
sult, our literature sales are small, our 
collections small, and the song sales are 
not what they should be. The miners' 
union election is on, and it is attracting 
about as much attention in the city as 
the election of fie mayor. There arc 
some strong opponents here to the 
I. W. W., and at the same time there 
arc some strong and enthusiastic sup- 
porters of the organization. 

A few meetings finished our work at 
Butte, and we are off for Bozeman, our 
next stop. Our car is ready. We have 
but a short delay. It is a fine trip, as 
there is some hay in the car to sleep on. 
We arrive at Bozeman to find a street 
fair in full blast. One meeting con- 
cludes our work in this farmer town. 
The wrath of the powers that be was 
raised by the solo singer when he told 
the crowd that he would sing a song en- 
titled The Red Flag," and which was 
the people's flag— "not the one," he cofl- 
tined, like that one hanging up there" 
pointing to the stars and stripes), "which 
floated over the Colorado bufl-eene.*' 



WALSH. 

Our next stop was Livingston. It was 
only a short distance ami wc were soon 
there. At this point are some fine 
jungles along the Yellowstone river. 
Here we arc for a whole day of perfect 
pleasure— in fact, a sample of freedom 
to be universal under the co-operative 
commonwealth. The order of the day 
is plenty to eat first. A bucket of 
"spuds" havc been "bought" of the 
farmer. Meat has been secured. The 
"punk" has been cut up and with the 
jungle Mocha and Java steaming under 
your nose you are certainly glad you 
arc alive. 

Livingston is a railroad town, and our 
meeting was a success. A goodly 
amount of literature was sold, and a 
fairly good collection was taken, while 
the song cards sold extra well. 

The next place on the map is Billings. 
Again wc strike it lucky in getting "our 
special car" on a freight that is running 
second section to the North Coast Lim- 
ited. We certainly arc whirling along 
at a rapid rate. The whistle blows, and 
in a few seconds the train is at a stand- 
still in a small station, when the side 
door to our sleeper is shoved open and 
an order comes from a man at the door 
with a % gun about two feet long, pointed 
into the car, to "Line up! I want to 
see who all is in this car." The break- 
man is with him. He is pazzled. and so 
arc wc. But it proves to be some county 
sheriff looking for a man who shot a 
woman that evening in that vicinity. He 
is not in our bunch and the door is 
closed. Soon wc are all asleep again. 
Such fast time is made that we arrive 
in Billings away too early jor a pro- 
letarian on this kind of a trip to arise 
but as "our car" dors jiot sfjo.we must 
'nriloaoY When we pmVtu*. *c i the 
air pretty chilly, and several hours be- 
tween us and morning. So down in the 
yards we go to find an empty. It is 
there. One with hay in it, and soon all 
are in and asleep. Scarcely an hour's 
rest is enjoyed until the switch engine 
backs in and disturbs our peaceful 
slumbers, and once more we are forced 
to look for a place to continue our 
sleep until morning. Luck is with us, 
for we find another car containing hay. 
and our slumbers are disturbed ho more. 
The jungles are discovered, but they 
are poor and far away from the city. 

In this city— Billings, Mont.— we held 
five big meetings. The first was Satur- 
day night, then two on Sunday, and as 
the Monday following was labor (?) 
Day, we held two more. All were good 
meetings. The literature sales were 
fair, and also the collections, while the 
songs sold extra well. At the fifth and 
last meeting the police notified us that 
we could hold no more meetings, but on 
a referendum vote of the "bunch" to 
quit, or talk and go to jail, the decision* 
was unanimous to proceed with the pro- 
gram. So we continued, and with the 
assistance of some of the local Social- 
ists held the streets to the extent that 
the chief of police said: "Let them 
talk." Of course, all this excitement 
created considerable attention and as- 
sisted in getting a larger crowd than 
ever. Even the mayor came down to 
listen to the truths of Industrial Union- 
ism. This meeting completes our work 
here and we arc ready for another move 
cast. Our next stop is Glendive, Mont 
We are off to the yard and "our special 
car" is located. Soon wc are on the 
move. It is a long trip. Part of the 
time we arc going at a good speed and 
some of the time we arc waiting at a 
small station while cattle are being 
loaded. This is a long, hard drill. But 
after a long and patient wait we hear 
the blast of the whistle that tells us we 
are near our destination. Unload and 
clean up is the order of the, day. The 
bills are distributed for tonight's meet- 
ing. Although this is a small place, the 
turnout was fine. A number of pamph- 
lets were sold and a small collection 
taken, while the usual quota of songs 
were sold. With a little propaganda 
work carried on here a local could be 
started. Glendive possesses a union- 
spirit generally prevalent in the state of 
Montana. 

Again we are down to the yard to 
look for "our special car," hot this time 
lock is not with as, and w« leant that 
there is no train out until 8 a. m. How- 
ever, the night is fairly warm and the 
is soon hid away in the tall 
{Continued tm pngt 3.) 
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80NGS SUNG BY THE INDUSTRIAL UNION SINGING CLUB 
ON THEIR TRIP ACROSS THE COUNTRY 
TO CONVENTION. 
WORKING MEN UNITE. 

Tune: Red Wing. 
Composed by E. S. Nelson. 

Conditions they art bad 
And sonic of you are sad 
You can not sec your enemy 
The class that lives in luxury. 
You workingincn arc poor, 
Will be for evermore 
As long as you permit the few 
To guide your destiny. 
Chorus : 

Shall we still be slaves and worker wages? 
It is outrageous has been for ages 
This earth by right belongs to toilers 
And not to spoilers of liberty. 

The master class is small 
But they have lots of gall 
When we unite to gain our right 
If they resist we'll use our might 
There is no middle ground 
This fight must be one round 
To victory for liberty 
Our class is marching on. 

W orkingincn unite 
Wc must put up a fight 
To make us free from slavery 
And capitalistic tyranny 
This fight is not in vain 
We've got a world to gain 
iWill you be a fool, a capitalist* tool? 
And sirvc your enemy? 



THE BANNER OF LABOR. 
Tune: Star Spangled Banner. 

Oh say can you hear coming near and more near 
The call now resounding: Come all ye who labor 
The Industrial Band throughout all of the land 
Bids toilers remember each toiler his neighbor 
Come workers unite 'tis humanity's fight. 
We call you ; come forth in your manhood and might. 
Chorus : 

And the banner of labor will surely soon wave 
O'er the land that is free from the master and slave. 

The blood and the lives of our children and wives 
Arc ground into dollars for parasites' pleasure 
The children now slave 'till they sink in their grave 
That robbers may fatten and add to their treasure 
Will you idly sit by, unheeding their cry? 
Arise! Be ye men. Sec! the battle draws nigh. 

Long long has the spoil of labor and toil 

Been wrung from the workers by parasite classes 

While poverty gaunt, desolation and want 

Have dwelt in the hovels of earth's toiling masses 

Through bloodshed and tears our day star appears 

Industrial union the wage slave now cheers. 
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382. Seattle, Wash 1 The action of the Council is regarded 

384. Somen, Mont s 3 with amusement by New York's I. W. 



documentary evidence to prove their assertions, and in their failure 

to produce same through its proper channels, be it { w men 

"Resolved, That v*c demand that the Western Federation of 42| ; K *,7 spe n' Mont. . . .. . .. ... 3 When the rank and file are ultimately 

Miners, its officials ami local unions, proceed to force these men to 432 Seattle, Wash. 2 h «» rd from 11 win once more ■* m *** 

produce the said documentary evidence against Vincent St. John 434! Spokane. Wash.' 3 ^^/Ir^J^^^^ng. Im- 

* mediately upon the action of the con- 



as being a Pinkerton detective, and in their failure to do so, their 500. Pullman, 



III. 



retraction be made through the official organ of the Western Federa- 
tion of Miners— the Miners' Magazine, and other labor papers." 



Cole 

llcslewnod 1 

Will Cains 1 



Organize yourself. 
Organize your friend. 
Organization is power, 
t )rganize your shop mates, 
feminization is liberty. 
Organization is the word. 
Organization is necessary. 
( )rganize more and get more pay. 

< )rganizing is what you arc getting paid for. 

< >rganization is the best expression of your intelligence. 
Just spread out a little and see what you can do in this line. 
Organize if you want anything, and if you are organized right 

you will get it. 



St. John 1 

Trautmann 1 

Total vote against seating dele- 
gate 40 



vention and council becoming known, 
the militant industrialists got together 
_ under the auspices of the Propaganda 
~ League. Funds were raised, $10 being 
, forwarded to headquarters at once. 
Contribution lists and Bulletins were 
circulated, and committees were ap- 
pointed to visit I. W. W. members m 
order to raise loans and to gfve locals 



In closing it might not be amiss as the necessary information upon the con- 

thc question of St. John's weight has vention's doings. 

been brought into the question, to say The results so far have been very en- 

that he weighs at this time 143 pounds con raging. 



and when in New York one year ago 
last August he weighed 148 pounds. 



A word to the wise is sufficient! 
Gold facts should appeal to you. 
We must have $5,000 within three 
months. If it be $10,000 it would 



J. EBERT, 
THOS. FLYNN, 
FRANK BOHN, 
GUSTAVE DELZ, 
A. E PEARSON, 

Committee. 



TO ALL MEMBERS OF AGRICULTURE WORKERS INDUS- be still better. But we must have 
TRIAL UNION NO. 419 I. W. W., **000. This is straight talk. You 



Redlands, Cal. 

To the members of Local 419, Redlands, Cal., who intend corn- 



can get them, jou, and you alone. 



"NOW OR NEVER* 18 THE TIME 
TO DIG UP. 

R. D. Tracy $ 100 

II. Traurig. collection 1000 



Let this appeal speak for itself. j a mes Hunt 1-00 

Get to work, order collection lists n. e. Nilsson 50 



ing to Redlands this coming orange season and wish to vote on the from general headquarters, collect August Wcsierlund SO 

Referendum and General Officers to be elected for the coming year, the sinews of war among your F. II. Alexander. Propaganda St. .*> 



should at once put themselvs in good standing with Local Xo. 419. shopmates, every 'man, every worn- 
Financial Secretary's address is J. C. McKcigan, P. O. Box 357, *» » dolla r! All togeth er nowl 



Redlands, Cal. Per II. S. Carroll. 



FIGURES THAT DISPROVE 
FALSE CLAIMS. 

The minority of the fourth annual 
convention are claiming that the pro- 
test* Tiled against certain delegates 
were only for the purpose of controll- 
ing the convention, that the unseating 
of a delegate from No. 58 was not 
based upon good ground. 

Let the facts connected with the 
contentions of the delegates from No. 
58 speak for that case. 

In the matter of. No. 59 the con- 
cntion came to no decision on the 



SIIUATION IN NEW .YORK. 

New York City, October 13. 
The situation in New York is as 
follows: On Thursday, October 7, the 
District Council met, with Solon De- 
Leon, a non-delegate, in the chair. In 

gate of No. 58 unseated 5 ,| )C coursc n f j (s scss . 0 n, under corrc- 

Votcs and proxies held by dele- spondoncc. a resolution was presented 
gate, limit one delegate could hy thc ( | t .i cgat e from Ixxal 59. A. J. 

cast 10 Fmncis, calling upon all I. W. W. locals 

to meet in a conference for the purpose 



Votes and proxie not seated. 
No. Votes. 

52. Chicago. Ill 1 

Votes and proxies held by dele- 



F. II. Alexander 1<W 

John Fairscrvicc 1-00 

Dr. tfcn Rcitmann... 2.P0 

John Pancer # LOO 

Andrew Wallin, collection '4.75 

Arvid Olson .■ . 75 



Henry Traurig, collection 2.70 

A. Dureson 

II. J. Wilda. Propaganda St.. 
J. A. Rowby.. 



1.00 

2 no 

.50 

G. A. Henry*. 50 



If. Patch . 

John Achilles , SO 

B. Ratner 



to meet m a coniercnce lor inc purpose _ „ ,, cm 

Total vote. 16 of forming a temporary administer, {^r . """i: lS 

Local No. 125, Denver, Cola, col. 



Recapitulation 

Minority vote 18 

Fluctuating vote 9 

Votes unseated 16 



merits of the protests against that Giving minority all votes other than 



dclcKntc for thc simple reason that 
thc delegate in question. A. J. Fran- 
cis, considered himself above the ma- 
jority of thc convention and refused 
to appear before thc credentials com- 
mittee on thc protest. Not only that, 
but left town with thc books of thc 
New York District Council which he 
was instructed by thc convention to 
turn over to the secretary-treasurer 
for use of thc grievance committee. 
Again showing that to him thefman- 
date of thc general organisation was 
of less consequence than his own de- 
sires. 

Let thc figures of the roll call speak 
as to whether thc seating or unseat- 
ing of the delegates from No. 58 and 
No. 59 would have had any effect upon 



of thc I. W. W.; this conference to call 
on all locals throughout the land to hold 
"a representative convention"; this con- 
vention to elect a permanent adminis- 
tration in the place of the "so-called St. 
with majority total.. 43 John and Trautmann administration." 



200 
1.00 
1.00 
1.00 



Proxy votes held by delegates vot- 
ing with majority not allowed: 
No. Votes. 

173. San Francisco 1 

413. St. Louis, Mo 1 

141. Portland, Ore 1 



Thc Council took snap action. It 
was voted to receive and concur in this 
resolution. The vote was 15 to 4. 1-ocal 
179 was excluded from voting in de- 
fiance of thc instructions received from 
headquarters long before the conven- 

tion. The delegates voting in favor of j anjM p Thompson 

A* .«.*. „.-....:... ~ Bcn H> Williams... . 



John Pasquil 
Herbert Kempton 
D. Habcrbosh ... 

John W. Griffin 100 

James Dunne 100 

John Mitchel 100 

f. C. Foster 100 

Lester Doane 100 

Joseph J. Ettor 100 



Otto Justh 100 

Wm. E Trautmann 



Total votes on majority 45 this resolution were as follows: Local 

These figures show that if every 53, v Millinery Workers, two delegates, 

vote and proxy was allowed to be cast the Misses Papelsky and Rosenberg; 

regardless of thc constitution the ma- Local 42, Bakery Workers, two delc- 

jority would have remained with the gates, names unknown; Local 59, Goth- 

samc side of thc house by two votes, ing Workers, four delegates. A. J. 




not counting thc general secretary's, 
and that i* giving thc minority every 

vote that was cast by delegates now gates, Schwarts and Lohr: Local 58. To|a j $898.51 

with one side of thc question and now Store and Office Workers, Chas. Chase 

with the other. Not only that, but and S. Moskowits: Local 161, Printers, 

the result of the" convention on "any also allowing the casting of vote. Solon DcLeon a vm^M****;] Local 95. 

micstion except that of that have not paid tax on but four Budding Trades, S. M. Roscner. 

5 4 members for thc six months provided Thc delegates voting against were as 

for in thc constitution. The seating follows: Local 46, Bakery Workers, 

of delegates who stood upon thc one delegate. Dolpin : Local 95. Building 

ground that they were superior to the Trades. A. E Pearson; Local 130. Hotel 

Votes general organization. The seating of and Restaurant Workers, A. W. Wester- 

ra|if j delegates from locals that were in lund: Local 161. Printers. Ernest Licb- 

debt to the general office for sums man: Local 179. Bronx Borough Mixed 

1 ranging from $5 40 to $104, giving Local. C. C. Crawford. 
1 such locals equal voices and vote with 



important 

sending thc new preamble to the mem- 
bership to pass upon. The following 
is a list of delegates who voted in the 
majority and the votes they cast 

No. 

12. Los Angeles, 

15. New York City 1 

24. Newark, N. J 

64. Minneapolis, Minn 



Francis, other names unknown: Local p rcv _ m _, ly acknowledged 83886 

206, Mixed Local of Brooklyn, two dele- 



PRESTON AND SMITH DE- 
FENSE FUND. 

H. Sicgelmann $ 1.00 

Branch No. II. Local No. 95. 
New York. N. Y 25.00 



ANNOUNCEMENTS. 



OFFICIAL NOTICBS. 
Under thla heading we will publish 
all notice* of an official nature coming 
Under thc head of reports from locals from Oencra^Headquarters aa woll as 
Francis of Local 59 came forward with Matter sent In for publication, such 



84 St Louis Mo 1 ,ocaI " nions that have in ever y way *.'"" V ".T' TV" " ss'placs andtlnre "of r meotfnaa. 'location 

84. M. Louts, .mo , i financial obligations to "instructions from his local to urge the of headquarter., ete.. must reach tola 

£ - 23Tk ; fc^r«SSr*i . w-h.1 cmi ;•."-<;•» ^•^uss^muTA 

9 Yotikcr* NY* ' (proxy) '* «"» «"• »«" ' <««««« *""" "f ^ * " *• 



163. Jersey City. N. J. (proxy) 

169. Tacoma, Wash, (proxy) 1 

178. Seattle. Wash 2 

179. New York City 1 



I. V. B. 



30. New \ork City (proxy) 1 lhe « P * to rcfcr tlns malter lo unhnished or new Afiy on . who C4n >par . cople , ot u, c 

Of the nine votes listed as voting _ nar , iamem , rv oroC edure Bulletin of Vol. z. No.. I to 10. II and 

with the majority and minority on business. Bin par liamentary procedure u will confer a favor upon ua by Mod- 



RESOLUTION TO W. F. M. OFFICIALS. 



222. Spokane. Wash. 
382. Seattle. Wash, (proxy)... 
384. Somcrs. Mont 

419. Redlands, Calif, (proxy).. 

420. New York City (proxy).. 

421. Kalispell, Mont, (proxy). 
432. Seattle. Wash, (proxy)., 



different questions, eight at all tin,, . "*> « ™"< r "~ & SSw* York t^iSSt^STJi 

voted to enforce thc constitution amJ up and acted upon at once. A motion fiyeU , gt>> New York. W. T. 

authority of the genera, organization £tt Addr... .,7^r=eaT,on. neWln. 

Let those who raise the cry of p.ckeB J- /^ gatc ~ in favor of awaiting ^JASSSSSgSSSJS^ 

convention take what satisfaction they * . . . . . • f rm* SIS, B«k Tempi*. 

«.,» «f »tio«e figures Let them ac,,on by tht,r ,OC * '.^ j 8ecretarlee of local unions and others 

can out of these figure.. L« tnem niotion Charles H. Chase declared in writing on matter* relating to the 

back their assertion, with figure, to , ' ' ... . . „ fM _ Bulletin should use a eeparate piece of 

DacK ineir asscn u * K .r.l,{n ,he ,oca,s had a,rcad y bccn hcard from paper for such communication when la- 

the membership ^ ^ to d ^ ^ fMy etc ^essd lB Xo oeneraj. Secretair. 



prove them and let 



_ _._J Secretary. 

2 be the judge as to which figure, are }™ - f 7^^^ de . tt££F«&'SS K 



^callle. wasn. vproxy; * — - - - - , „ » , _ - 

4J4. Spok.1,., W„h 3 mentono... L« Ih. .olt «n th. ^ m , ha , hil „„ v»<»tl..d. 

The fo..owinBrcso.u,ion was unanimously adopts by |h. Fourth m r^^................. J ^^2^^^^ 

Fred Heslewood ............. 1 contending ideas in the convention in 

B.H.Williams 1 



4. Denver, Colo 

6. Cincinnati, O 

31. Louisville, Ky 

95. New York City 

125. Denver, Colo 

157. New Bedford. Ma.. 

159. Detroit. Mich 

198. Toronto. Canada 

206. Brooklyn, N. Y. (proxy) 

Rudolph Katt 

Wm. Yate. 



Votes. 

1 

.7.7.! 1 

7 .... i 

8 

7 .... i 

i 

i 

i 



favor of seating the delegate. 
No. Yotes. 

4. Denver, Colo 1 

6. Cincinnati, 0 1 

31. Louisville. Ky 1 

95. New York City '. 1 

125 Denver, Colo 1 

157. New Bedford 8 

206 Brooklyn, N. Y 1 

530. Providence, R. 1 5 

R. Rata > 

Wm. Yate. » 



Annual Convention of the I. \Y. \V., and ordered published in the 
Bulletin : 

•'Whereas, On the eighth day of July, 1 ( J08, in the city of Den- 
ver, Colo., and on the floor of the 15th annual convention of the Tota , vo|inR with majority 42 

Western Federation of Miners, formerly the Mining Department Delegates and votes cast who voted 
of the Industrial Workers of the World, the assertion was made with minority: 
by one, Robert Randall, an executive board member of the Western No. 
Federation of Miners, that Vincent St. John, formerly of Goldficld, 
Nevada, and a member of the Western Federation of Miners, now 
general organizer of the industrial Workers of the World with head- 
quarters at Chicago, was a Pinkerton detective, and, 

"Whereas, This charge being so serious and criminal, if not sup- 
ported by documentary evidence, and as J. F. Hutchinson, a delegate 
to the said convention, demanded evidence, which apparently raised 
the ire of thc supporters of the Randall assertion and brought from 
Chas. Mover, President of the Western Federation of Miners, a 

statement to the effect that he had evidence tiifncient to w itrip»Uhb man - 

Vincent St. John, which was, in effect, that the .Utement made by Rob- Total vote east by ml-or.tr ..^J 
ert Randall was true, and, questions and majority on others: 

"Whereas, This evidence was repeatedly called for by J. F. No . Votes. 

Hutchinson; and for some reason or other was never produced; 17. Blue Island, in... | 

, _ . u 2a Lawrence. Mass. (proxy) l 

therefore be it _ ltt rfc i_,«_ m .... 1 

"Resolved, That we, the delegates assembled in the Fourth An- JJJ ggJJ^JJ £*r£iW).... » 

nual Convention of thc Industrial Workers of the World, demand ^ ^utnet, K I * 179. New York City 

that Chas. Mover, President of the Western Federation of Miners, 222. Spokane, Wsta. 

and Robert Randall, then Executive Board Member, produce the Total vote fluctuating 9 233. Chief©, in. ... 



The motion 



was rOR THIS IXroRWATIO* OK ov 
XBXBBRS A*n RKAI>RR» OK 
THR RLIXRTIM. 

of a In compliance with the pontel reau- 



latlons arovrrnlne; eerond rfaan mall we 



local had not met to consider the mat- 
ter, did not trouble the elastic con- 
science of Chase, 
adopted. 

Having performed this „„........„ 

statesmanship," reports of delegate. rouTd not leeue the Bu'lU'itn'on October 

j , • 1 _# ,1.- 3rd. Two l»«uea havlr.* appeared In 

were continued. Liebman 01 tne switeinb*,. and only two l*nuee are 
printers was next in rotation. He de- 
clined to report, as he refused to recog- The n«t leeue will i 
nize the body. Chase shouted. "You are ' 

in contempt of this body T Liebman re- mKm9KKM or thr MRVi i.v Rt.RTTRO 
torted. "Certainly, I am. 
Chase fell back a step and said, "Oh! 



dated Novem- 



21 

Against seating the delegates: 
No. Votes. 

15. New York City 1 

64. Minneapolis, Minn. 1 

84. St. Louis, Mo 1 

85. Chicago, III ••• * 

86. Omaha, Neb > 

91. Yonkers, N. Y 1 



RXRCITIVR HOARD. 
T. J. Cole, lull road Traneportatlon 

_ » . ■ , 1 1 Worker. Blue Island. III. 

Delegate Crawford also refused to Kranrle Miller. Textile Worker. Ljr- 

• k~j_ manevllle. It I. 

recognise the body. f Thoma* Whitehead. Marhlnlet. Seat- 

Colon DeLeon usurped Liebman s tie. Waah. 

pl.Se^as he hsddone thTchairmanship H«rry U «nine* Bu.ldln, Worker, 

of the Council, and proceeded to report. j 0 ^ pn j. E { t or. Metal Worker. San 

The proceedings were particularly Francisco. CaL 

amusing. Chase, when the votes were THK i^nraTRMi. vsjiox RrLLSma 

..n^ MMHited them When delegate. OAINIXG isj CIRCVLATIOX. 

caned, counteo tnem. u Ten thousand copies, issue October 

failed to raise their hands m the afftrma- |« tn . W9rm run off t he press. 

. , . . m . ,|.__ Ttiev «d«eved We have a few hundred left to Sll 

tire he pointed at them. Tney ooey*" aome orders for extra bondel orders. 

I. W. W. Locale la Spokane. Wash, 
are not only able to eontlnns the 
bundle order for l.tSS copies per week, 
but have also extended their activity 



the signal and voted in truly automaton 



style. 

Delegate Peareon asked the body ^ ^ 

92Po rt Und, Or« S restore the P^rty of J° - On.' k.»dr^p.u 

130. New York City » that organisation. The Council reluseo. wK csrda have been ordered aT a 

" They deem k hideous to rob the eapi- starter. Mor e are going to other plaosa. 
talist, but it is proper to rob the stole* noTtcm sotrrwRRX CAUrwsunA. 

tariat ^ll^workers in the ^mperial ▼•JI*T 

After rootrne bnsfnets the Council sd- ieeBi a Slc! B 4»f LiT^wrlt oaee^Tbooa 

/jfter rotntne m ~™ dsstrtaar to do so absnM writs to H. S. 

CarroU Bex 4 s. Holtetllo. Cal. 



169. Tacoma, Wash. 
178. Seattle, Wash. 



INDUSTRIAL UNION BULLETIN 



SATURDAY, OCT. 24, 1908 



ABROAD THE NATION 

(Continued from page 1.) 
grass and weeds near the roundhouse, 
with an arm for a pillow and his coat 
for a cover. This certainly was a night 
of rest, and many were the dreams of 
the work to he done at the Fourth An- 
nual Convention of the Industrial 
Workers of the World. 

It was 9 o'clock a. m. before "our 
train** was ready to start. This time 
we are off on another long trip. Our 
next point is Minneapolis. As the time 
i< getting short between now and the 
convening of the convention, the "hunch** 
has decided to make the' jump to Minne- 
apolis Thi* is a long trip, through a 
farming country, but we are off. 

After many hours of fast and slow 
riding, with troubles of a thousand dif- 
ferent descriptions, we have arrived "in 
the great city of Minneapolis and are 
on the streets holding a meeting. The 
procram has not gone far when a 
guardian of the law. in beautiful blue 
uniform, notifies us that wc arc getting 
too large a ciowd together, and that we 
must move down the street two blocks. 
We move and again proceed with our 
program. In a few minutes the blue 
coat appears again and tells the writer, 
who wa< talking, to come with him to 
the police station. As we start off he 
says: "Toll your whole hunch to come 
along.** So. in compliance with this in- 
vitation, the "whole hunch** soon find 
themselves at one of the sub-stations 
of the police department, hut the 
"power* that be"* at this suh-station arc 
puzz'i-d to know what to do. and after 
long consultation decide to have us all 
taken before the chief of police. 

Wc arrive before his royal majesty, 
and a number of the "hunch** arc put 
through a slight sweating process, hut 
the chief of police finally decides that 
we can talk on the streets at certain 
points. The place designated is just 
ationt what we want, however. We arc 
free people again, and the news has been 
heralded up and down the proletarian 
streets. Rain in the evening prevents 
a meeting. However. Sunday morning, 
when the writer and his wife appeared 
on the street near a large crowd tltat 
was listening to the Starvation Army, 
the crowd gathered around us anil the 
Army was left with practically no one. 
On this occasion again came Mr. Police- 
man and notified us that if we did not 
move on he would lock us up. We 
moved across the street and the whole 
crowd came also. Again appeared the 
police ami said w«* must go down and 
hold our tnrrtir* where the chief said 
we should. Wc informed the police that 
we were not holding any meeting; that 
we had simply stopped on the street to 
read a letter received from the west by 
one of the boys. By this time we had 
all the crowd in that part of the city 
and we moved down a half block anil 
started a meeting of the Industrial 
Workers of the World. It was a howl- 
ing success. Every person there, ap- 
parently, wanted one of those song 
cards, as it was over the sale of these 
cards, which contained "The Red Ma?" 
that the trmible hinged the day before. 

T.y this time several of the true revo- 
lutionists showed up. and several big 
meetings were held. The literature sales 
were fair and the collections were good, 
while the song cards sold at i rapid rate. 
Minneapolis is a good field for future 
constructive work for the industrial 
movement. 

After surveying: the field at St. Panl. 
the 1ntnch w has decided to make the 
next jnmp to Chicago. Only a few day* 
now remain until the convention, and it 
i» not deemed advisable to take too many 
jail chance* or we may he denied the 
plcKiire of being at the Fourth Annual 
Convention. So we are off for Chicago. 
The -hunch" has split tip on this trip. 
«ome going over one road and some 
over another. Little trouble was experi- 
enced on this trip, as the union card 
was generally good for a ride. 

We arrived in Chicago a few days 
alirad of the convention, and held meet- 
ing* here the same as en route, but the 
poverty-stricken condition of the work 
ers here result* in poor sales of litera 
tnre. very small collections and limited 
sales of song cards. 

This finishes five wcjrks of propa 
gamla work, dating from the time that 
we left Portland until we arrived in 
Chicago. Very few nights were lost in 
travel, but. otienhe other hand, nearly 
everv date was made on schedule. We 
left Portland with twenty in the "hunch " 
We lost one at the first stop. We got 
a new recruit at Tacoma and one at 
Seattle, and picked up two more at 
Spokane. Wc lost a couple between 
Spokane and MinneapoH» They stopped 
to work. Two more dropped out at 
Minneapolis 'while ,h< m! of tht 
"hunch" all showed up in Chicago and 
were in attendance at the convention. 

We were five week* on the road. We 
traveled over two thousand five hun- 
dred miles. The railroad fare saved 
would have been about $800. We held 
thirty-one meeting*. The receipts of the 
first week from literature sales and col- 
lections were $3902. The second week, 
$53.66. The third week, $4578. The 
fourth week. $28.10. The fifth week, 
nSf. Total $17113. These figures do 
not sadude the aoaf tales. The song 
sales were apeewbuatery $200. 



TO THE FOURTH ANNUAL 
CONVENTION OF THE IN- 
DUSTRIAL WORKERS 
OF THE WORLD. 

Report of General Secretary-Treasurer 

Wm. E. Trautmann. 
Fellow-Workers: 

This Convention of the Industrial 
Workers of the World assembles ap- 
pjrcntly under rather inauspicious as- 
pects. 

Millions are walking the streets 
and highways— in search of work. 
Millions are hungry and destitute, 
hundreds of thousands of them have 
reached that stage in which life no 
longer appeals to them as a benedic- 
tion. From the cries of despair all 
over the land resounds most impres- 
sively in one accord the voice of those 
disinherited: 

"Open the workshops so that wc 
may toil to live!" 

The workers in augmenting num- 
bers begin to sec that a system in 
which production for profit alone 
forms the motive power for the oper- 
ation of the workships and the mills 
is bound to collapse under the weight 
of misery, poverty, discontent and 
despair of the increasing army of job- 
less toilers, and correspondingly 
grows the number of tlio>c who com- 
prehend that they must conic to- 

■ther. with the object in view of con- 
trolling and managing production for 
use alone, in an industrial organiza- 
tion. They begin to sec that - they 
must organize in an organization by 
which the hopes and the ° aspirations 
>f the wealth producers will material- 
ize and the world be freed from the 
master and the slave as well. 

These many hundred thousand*, 
hundred thousands without exagger- 
ation, represent the measure by which 
alone the progress of the Industrial 
Workers of the World can be meas- 
ured. The cries of despondency of 
jobless toilers gives the other meas- 
ure why the organization could not 
financially respond to the imperative 
and impressive demands of our times. 

Another counterpoise which draws 
heavily on the scales to outbalance 
the class instinct of hundreds of thou- 
sands, who long to come together on 
a program as presented by the Indus- 
trial Workers of the World, out- 
weighs in its size all other measures 
that should appeal to this convention 
for mature and diligent considera- 

i»n. 

This question is: Shall the eco- 

•mic organization be permitted to 
outline and to pursue its course in the 
efforts to bring the workers to- 
gether on the industrial field, the only 
><.cntial. and if necessary on the po- 
litical, without the interference and 
vlf-a>snmcd guardianship of any po- 
litical party and its functionaries,' or 
.shall the economic organization, the 
Industrial Workers of the World, be 
turned into a tail of a political party 
ind its functionaries, and its officers be 
idicdicnt to the commands and the 
whims emanating from the emissaries 
of such political party?" 

The last issue is paramount, and 
the cpnvention should not hesitate to 
boldly declare its stand. Upon the 
correct definition of this vital point 
will it depend whether the growing 
sentiment for industrial unionism, as 
advocated by the Industrial Workers 
of the World, can be directed into 
channels which can be utilized for 
real productive work and propaganda, 
or whether the disease of political 
ichemvry. injected by the elements of 
ili>rtiption and fraud, will succeed in 
temporarily checking the advance and 
>,,.>il the hopes of thousands who ex- 
pect to hear from this convention the 
declaration for a clear-cut program 
and straightforward principles. 

In your hands, industrial unionists, 
fellow-workers, lies the future of the 
irganization. 

• • • 

When the last convention ad- 
journed the 31.000 mci.ibcrs reported 
as luring »•» the organization accord- 
ing to the blanks rilled out. were ex- 
pected to be enlisted also as- dues- 
paying members, so that the* general 
administration would have been en- 
abled to continue the agitation which 
had to be abrupted temporarily due 
to the ill-conducted strike in the steel 
and stamping mills of Bridgeport. 
Conn. 

Paterson. X. J., with three thousand 
live hundred members enrolled, and 
Bridgeport, where 1.400 were said to have 
enrolled in the Industrial Workers of 
the World; Portland, Ore., with over 
two thousand members, just emerging 
from one of the greatest fights ever 
made in the history of the American 
labor movement, were classed among 
the principal cities where it was 
thought the 1. W. W. had gained a 
permanent foothold. That only 10.- 
000 were paying dues, at a monthly 
average, was explained by the con- 
stant irritative strikes in which the 
organisation was continually engaged, 
involving half of the membership in 
the course of one year. Voluntary 
contributions, so it was declared, 
were to help m procuring the neces- 
sary funds for the organisation, and 



enable its general officers to carry out 
the plans adopted at the convention. 

But words are shallow when not 
hacked up by actions. The general ten- 
dency was that the organisation could 
depend on promises, and as a result 
a go-easy system was established in 
the relations between headquarters 
and the various unions, as well as 
with the Industrial District Councils. 

Rut when the industrial panic 
struck the country it was found that 
those who were hollering loudest for 
"voluntary" support of the organiza- 
tion, not based on the system of reg- 
ular dues paid by members, were the 
foremost in blocking the efforts of the 
general secretaries to collect moneys 
for the sustenance of the organiza- 
tion. 

The effects of the Bridgeport, 
Conn., strike, in the course of which 
the general organization was taxed 
within 12 weeks for over $1,000 for 
the organizer alone conducting the 

trike. could not be known at the last 
convention, nor could it be known 
that the I. W. W. after a great and 
well-supported strike in Skowhegan, 
Maine, and the skirmish in Bridge- 
port would not only lose all of its 
members in those places, but also itS ( 
prestige as an organization that would 
strictly adhere to the program enun- 
ciated and compel its emissaries to do 
the same. But the fact that in these 

trikes the organizer employed would 
not submit to the mandates of the 
economic organization by which em- 
ployed, but l»e Rtiided in his actions by 
the sole considerations for the welfare 
of a political party and its organ 
acotints more than anything for 
the generally prevailing impression 
that the I. W. W. is subservient 
to the orders of a political party, and 
must obey what in the councils of 
that party is decreed. 

There is nothing left in Bridgeport, 
nothing in Skowhegan: but in the 
Cortland district the name of the 
I. W. W. is cheered and gloried, be- 
cause the organization having estab- 
lished its record there, will live in 
the actions of the workers, and be 
recognized as the fighting instrument 
which the working class will wield in 
the impending battles with the master 
class. 

These events should have given 
warning. But again wc witness a 
repetition of a wild-ott, ill-conducted 
call-out in Lancaster. Again we find 
thut irresponsible persons adopt the 
tactics of the decaying pure and sim- 
ple unions. Again we observe that 
the organ of the political organization 
gets the reports first, and the I. W. W. 
pays the bills. 

Kvery strike is justified— for this 
the I. W. W. has gone on record. 
But it requires the courage of a true 
inductrial unionist to build up under 
the most adverse conditions, and train 
the workers to wait for their chances 
and lie low in spite of all abuses and 
provocations, when it is realized that 
these arc instituted to trap the work- 
rs and give the masters a chance to 
suppress all rebellious efforts against 
the oppressions of the capitalists. 
But no advice on such lines was given 
to \\\t newly organized workers in 
Lancaster, the record of the 1. W. W. 
was blurred by the erratic actions of 
the man conducting that affair, and 
when he no longer could escape the 
responsibilities of a disastrous failure 
he. with the support of those whose 

Ic mission in the I. W. W. is to 
confuse the workers and to abuse and 
vilify those who disagree, saw the 
chance to drag in an affair which was 
absolutely "foreign to any subject at- 
tracting the attention of this organ- 
ization. 

In outlining these incidents it is 
necessary to emphasize the objective 
of all these moves. They wore efforts 
to ' shield'' real mischief-doers and 
raise dust so that the real issue could 
be obscured. Look for the issue which 
is before this convention in all its im- 
portance. All these things combined 
finally actuated a majority of the gen- 
eral executive board to check that in- 
terference with and that domination 
of affairs of the 1. W. W. by another 
organization, and in return that was the 
cause that abuse and vituperation 
were poured over the heads of those 
who. true to their obligation given to 
the Industrial Workers of the World, 
frustrated all efforts to make the 
I. W. W. subservient to the whims 
and the notions of the functionary of 
the political organization and the 
organ of that particular party— the So- 
cialist Labor Party. 

Havoc and disaster would have 
been the result, and only due to the 
fact that a large proportion of the 
membership of the West as well as 
in the East had kept themselves 
posted on all such affairs can we ac- 
credit the complete failure of the 
plans, and when in this convention 
the delegates will place the I. W. W. 
abreast of its age ft will be able to 
function in reality as the economic or- 
ganisation of the working class, solid- 
ly planted on the recognition of the 
class straggle, without affiliation with 
or control by. any poUtial party, as the 
fighting Instrument of the advancing 



working class and as the superstruc- 
ture of an industrial commonwealth 
in which men and women will, be in- 
dustrially free and liberated from the 
bondage of wage slavery. 

Therefore, in true imitation of one 
of the foremost industrial unionists 
of the world, Emile Pouget of France, 
this convention, in order to re-assure the 
proletarians of this land and the 
world, should repeat his words uttered 
at the congress at Burgcs, in substance: 

'The economic organization of the 
working class must throw open its 
doors to all who strive and struggle 
to abolish the system of wage slavery. 
Within the realm of the economic or- 
ganization should be room for all who 
realize the necessity of an economic 
organization to displace the disorder 
of capitalist production and establish 
instead the system of production con- 
trolled and governed by the working 
class. In this organization should dis- 
appear the differences between the 
revolutionary and the so-called oppor- 
tunist socialists and the commune an- 
archists. All those who lielieve that 
the economic organization is the most 
powerful instrument for the battles of 
today and the final struggle for 
emancipation, should be given oppor- 
tunity to combine their energies and 
the collective will of all— and then, 
and only then, will wc sec the day 
when the working class will achieve 
its complete emancipation: emancipation 
achieved by the working class alone." 

This declaration, however, should not 
lie construed as advising the workers 
that other weapons than on the industrial 
field could not be used and wielded l»y 
them in their skirmishes with he em- 
ploying class, and the manifold agancics 
at their command. But the political or- 
ganizations should be allowed to pur- 
sue their own course without interfer- 
ence on the part of the Industrial Work- 
ers of the World, and likewise should 
any interference by political parties in 
the supreme functions and essential du- 
ties of the economic organization he re- 
pudiated anil rejected. It's on the rock- 
Ik-iI of practical and actual experience 
that these declarations are based, and 
wise would lie the convention if it would 
take into consideration the historic facts 
in the industrial union movement the 
world over, and profit from own exper- 
iences and those of oth.-r*. 
The Present Status of the Organisa- 
tion. 

When the last convention closed, 
General Headquarters expected to 
collect the moneys due from various 
Local Unions and Industrial District 
Councils, but before the systematic 
collections of these debts could be ar- 
ranged the industrial panic struck the 
country with all its force, and the 
misery following in the wake of that 
collapse was mostly felt in the places 
where the Industrial Workers of the 
World had established a stronghold. 
In December practically the revenue 
decreased to one-half of the previous 
year. The expense* of getting out the 
stenographic reports weighed as a 
heavy burden upon the organization. 
Appeal after appeal was sent to the 
derelict locals to pay off the indebted- 
ness to Headquarters, so as to be able 
to continue the work of the organiza- 
tion. A special assessment was levied, 
but could hardly be collected. Only 
a few places paid it. The bills for 
printing the report and the Bulletin 
grew to enormous proportions. No 
relief was in sight. The requests for 
organizers could not be complied with 
—and the thousands of members out 
of employment, though many of them 
would have gladly contributed to the 
support of General Headquarters if 
they would have had it, more than 
anything indicated that relief could 
not be expected until the industrial 
depression would blow over. 

The only propaganda medium that 
had to be saved was the Bulletin, and 
in order to keep it in the field as the 
only exponent of industrial unionism 
as understood by the Industrial Work- 
ers of the World, it was necessary to 
curtail all other expenses, hard as it 
was though for the officers at General 
Headquarters. The complete financial 
report (which is submitted in print to 
this convention) will give you an idea 
how the most strenuous efforts were 
required to hold the organization to- 
gether. 

The Bulletin. 
It may be surmised that the resig- 
nation of the editor was the result of 
this financial stringency. But in due 
justice be it said that the resignation 
of Editor Edwards was not caused by 
either that embarrassment nor by any 
disagreement he had with any of the 
general officers of the organisation. 
The General Executive Board mem- 
bers were requested to fill the va- 
cancy, but the mode of procedure not 
being provided for in the constitution, 
as the election of the former editor 
was virtually ratified by a referendum 
vote, some time lapsed and daring the 
interim the General Secretary-Treas- 
urer assumed the functions at editor 
of the paper. The financial stringency 
getting more ami more acute, It was 
finally necessary to change the publi- 
cation from • weekly to • semi- 



monthly. However, it must be said 
that this change has in no way af- 
fected the circulation of the paper; on 
the contrary, the increase in subscrip- 
tions within the last three months was 
gratifying, yet it will not be possible 
to issue the paper again as a weekly 
until either provisions are made that 
the income of the paper is equal to the 
expenses of getting it issued, or the 
subscription price is increased, which 
in these days of industrial depression 
would be an ill-advised move. 

This convention is requested to pass 
judgment whether the arrangement 
has a general approval, and whether 
the assumption of the General Secretary- 
Treasurer in performing the duties of 
editor was justified under the prevail- 
ing circumstances. 

National Industrial Union of Textile 
Workers. 

If the meeting of the General Exec- 
utive Board held in December, at 
Xcw York City, had not done any- 
thing else but defined the scope of a 
National Industrial Union, it would 
have been worth the money and the 
time to call the board together. There 
it was decided that a convention of 
representatives of textile workers' 
unions be held on May 1st, for the 
purpose of organizing a National In- 
dustrial Union, and adopt the consti- 
tution to govern the affairs of such a 
National Industrial Union. The con- 
vention was held and the constitution 
adopted there is, in the opinion of your 
servant, a model draft for other organi- 
zations to he formed on the same lines 
as soon as the required number of mem- 
bers are organized. 

However, this arrangement may lie 
looked upon as an assumption on the 
part of the general executive board, 
and as it requires a thorough under- 
standing of the subject matter before an 
intelligent judgment can be passed, it 
is to be hoped that the convention will 
go thoroughly into the merits of this 
plan, so that the incoming officers and 
executive board member* may be guided 
in their future actions by your decisions 
and your verdict. 

THE INVITATION OF THE WES- 
TERN FEDERATION OF MINERS. 

It was generally known that the Wes- 
tern Federation of Miners, formerly the 
Mining Department of the Industrial 
Workers of the World, in name 
at least, had ordered its execu- 
tive board to issue a call for an- 
other convention, for the formation of 
another organization, based on the prin- 
ciples of industrial autonomy. As the 
conditions and stipulations of the call 
were wholly at variance with the priii 
ciples and plans as adopted and adhered 
to by the Industrial Workers of tiic 
World, it was necessary to reply to the 
invitation and suggest plans by which 
the participation of the Industrial Work- 
ers of the World could be at least pro- 
posed to the general membership. All 
members of the general executive board 
were supplied with copies of the invi- 
tation and requested to give an im- 
mediate reply, as it was anticipated that 
a delay would have caused confusion 
among the workers throughout the coun- 
try and irreparable harm would had been 
done in general by neglect to answer 
immediately. All members of the execu- 
tive board replied, with exception of 
Wm. Yates, who, however, ratified the 
answer. It is regrettable in this con- 
nection that one of the members of ex- 
ecutive board, Rud Katz, as it later de- 
veloped, had his reply written by the 
editor of a political party paper, and 
from that answer two most objection- 
able clauses had to be stricken out. Yet 
in the publication of that party paper 
the uncen sored part of that reply was 
published, and immediately created the 
impression among those who did com- 
pare that the whole answer was written 
by the editor of the Daily People. 

This interference in affairs of the I. 
W. W., as reprehensible as it is, should 
be stopped by all means, and for this 
reason I incorporate in this report also 
the recommendations embodied in the 
proposition submitted to the callers of 
the convention above rcfrred to: 

"No general executive officer of the 
organization, or parts thereof, or any 
salaried organizer shall be permitted to 
accept any office in any political organi- 
zation, nor shall they be allowed to ac- 
cept nominations for any political office 
except permission is granted by a refer- 
endum vote of the membership of the 
entire organization." 

The convention was not held, and the 
confusion in which its holding would 
have thrown the world of labor again 
was thus eliminated. Whatever criticism 
may be due for having pursued that 
course, the trend of events has finally 
justified the position of the I. W. W. 
because the lumber workers of Mon- 
taiuu confronted lately with the hard 
facts of a struggle with their employers 
found out the fallacy of industrial auton- 
omy, they found that it requires the co- 
operation of the entire working class 
to make it manifest to the capitalists 
that the injury to one is the injury to 
aU. 

CONCLUSION. 
It It hardly accessary for me to make 



many good propositions to amend the 



have been proposed. For me the hope 
of the future lies in the awakening 
class instinct of the working class, we 
all, in spite of the adverse conditions 
confronting the organization just now 
know that we can not afford to despair 
just when the principles of industrial 
unionism are in the ascendency every- 
where, we all owe a duty to the work- 
ers »of this land to hold aloft the un- 
stained banner of the Industrial Workers 
of the World, and generations of the 
future will honor those who in overalls 
and with intellect trained in the work- 
shops of the land will keep on wielding 
the sword of knowledge to tear down 
the barriers of ignorance and instill in 
the minds of the downtrodden the hopes 
for the future, and organise them for 
the sublime, the great mission of the 
working class, to take and hold all 
what they produce with their labor. 

May the deliberations of this con- 
vention help to bring us nearer to that 
end. 

Yours for industrial freedom, 

W. E. TRAUTMANN. 



A CORRECTION. 

In No. 24 of the Industrial Union 
Bulletin, date September, 19th, appeared 
an article on the front page with the 
following headlines: "Fifty Years 
Show Progress." Credit was given to 
Paul Turner because the article was 
taken from the Nome Industrial Worker, 
in which it appeared as an editorial. 
Since then we have received a letter 
from Fellow Worker Eugene V. Debs 
as follows: 

"On the Red Special Abroad the Nation. 

"September 25. 1908. 
"Dear Comrade Trautmann: — 

"My attention has been called to the 
article in the inclosed issue of the Bul- 
letin, credited to Paul Turner. That 
article is my own, every line of it, and 
was writ'ten by me originally for the 
New York Worker about a year ago. 
I do not remember the exact date, but 
I have the issue of the paper containing 
it in my files at home. There has heCn 
some error or you have been imposed 
upon. I know you would not de- 
liberately make such a publication, and 
I conceive it to be my duty to set you 
right in the matter. 

"With best wishes I am 

"Yours fraternally, 

"EUGENE V. DEBS." 

We cheerfully make this correction 
and explanation. 



NOTES FROM THE FIELD, OR 
WHATS DOING. 

(Conducted by "Enfant Terrible.") 
The Dig in and Dig up Brigade of 
Globe, Ariz., knowing that by digging 
up wc can dig in better, forward you a 
small sum to keep the agitation going, 
wishing it was ten thousand times 
greater. However, wc are 
Doing our best to give you rest. 

Though you are on a bed of thorns; 
If money can create greater your zest. 
Good Lord! We'll dig up more next 
month. 

Dig in for principle. Dig up for the 
cause. 

Under this head the organizer of the 
Brigade at present stationed in Globe 
sends in the total of thirty dollars ($30) 
in four weeks. The last letter has the 
following as its headlines: 

"The Industrial Workers of the 
World are now clear from all en- 
tangling alliances and the microscopical 
minutiae of tweedlc-dum and twcedle- 
doo. It has escaped the rocks of Charyb- 
dis and the whirlpool of Scylla, and has 
now clear sailing to the Harbor of 
Economic Liberty. The Dig in and 
Dig up Brigade celebrated the occasion 
by digging up a small sum to encourage 
the faint, cheer the weary, and provision 
our ship for a successful voyage.** 

The "Overall Brigade" was not idle 
during the days of the convention. 
Whenever the weather permitted it, 
street meetings were held by them, and 
at all of them considerable amounts of 
literature were sold. 

Nor has the work stopped now that 
the convention is over. Great in- 
terest has been aroused in this slave 
town of Chicago, and the propaganda 
has been started and will be kept up if 
the determination of the fellow workers 
is as true as their enthusiasm. What 
are you doing? Dig in and Dig up. 

Those of you who are growing weary 
of the fight read this: 

Since the convention the following 
charters have been issued : 

Los Angeles, Cat., Painters' Branch 
Building Department, 20 signatures. 

Globe, Ariz., Public Service Local, 109 
signatures. 

Darby, Mont., Lumber Workers' Lo- 
cal. 200 signatures. 

Potomac Mont, Lumber Workers* 
Local, 200 signatures. 

St Regis, Mont, Lumber Workers* 
Local, 300 signatures. 

More money sent Into headquarters 
means that organizers and agitators can 
be sent out and do the job that must be 
done if we want to reap the fruits of 
the three last years' work. What art 
you doing? How many leaflets have 
you distributed this week? How many 
subs to the Bulletin have *yon secured? 
How much does your local owe the 
headquarters? Do yon attend the meet- 
ings of year local regularly? If not, 
why not? Dig in and Dig up. 
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Official Referendum 



NOTICE. — Members wishing to vote for any 
amendment or resolution on this ballot will mark 
X opposite the word "Yes." If opposed to amend- 
ment or resolution mark X opposite the word 
-No." 

Members are requested to vote "Yes" or "No" 
on each amendment and resolution. 

General Secretary Treasurer 
VINCENT ST. JOHN 

General Organizer (vote for one) 
E. J. FOOTS 
W. E. TRAUTMANN 
J. H. WALSH 
Preamble will appear on ballot In regular order. ? 



Change Article I, Section 2. Paragraph Yes — — 

^"Xone^ut officers and employes of the Urn - 
General Organization shall be members- 

"Vhange Art. I, Sec. 2, Paragraph (d) Yea— • 

IO "XatlonaI Industrial Unions shall be Ke> r— 

formed whenever there are more than 
five local Industrlat unions In any one In- 
dustry having a Joint membership of 
thr< i- thousand or inor». National Indus- 
trial unions shall maintain all communi- 
cations ix-twcen local Industrial unions 
and general headquarters, until such 
time as the Department to which the Na- 
tional Industrial union belongs. Is or- 
ganized." 

Change Art. I. Sec. 3. to read. ¥«• — - 

"The industrial Department .shall con- 
slst of two or more National Industrial Ha 
Unions aggregating a membership of not 
less than lO.itoo members. The Depart- 
ment shall have gcmral supervision over 
the affair* of the National Industrial 
Unions composing same: provided the 
General Executive Hoard xhall have 
power to control these Departments in 
matters concerning the welfare of the 
general organization." 



Art. 



Sec. 



Pi 



a graph (f) Vea- 



Add to 

"l»en'l Industrial unions and local re- Ho 
crnlting unions within the district de- 
fined In the charter of a district council 
shall be required to maintain afllllntlon 
with said council. 

"Industrial District Councils shall su- 
pervise the work of organization In their 
respective jurisdictions, and shnll employ 
such organisers as may be deemed neces- 
sarv, subject to the approval or the (Ion- 
era! Executive Board of the I. W. W. 

"Industrial District Councils shall hear 
all appeals on charges from members of 
local unions within their Jurisdictions, 
and their decisions shall be binding In 
such matters, unless appealed from to the 
General Executive Board or to the Con- 

VC "An'charter» of local unions within the 
district defined by an Industrial District 
Council charter, shall be first approved 
by said Council before application for 
charter is made to the G. K. B.; but no 
charter <»f a local union can be revoked 
by a District Council.** 

Art. IT. Sec. 1. change to read: Yes — 

"The General Officers of the I. W. W. 
shall he a General Secretary-Treasurer, !«• — 
a Genera! Organizer, and a General Exec- 
utive Hoard, composed of the above 
named ..ftlccrs and one member of each 
Industrial Department. A provisional 
General Executive Board, consisting of 
the two above named and five additional 
mmi'.ers. shall maintained until such 
time as the departmental organizations 
are formed. The General Secretary and 
Gen< rat organizer shnll have voice but 
no vote In the affairs of the General 
Executive Board." 

Art. II. Sec. .1. Page 7 (Fiscal Year): Yea- 
Ktrlke out "June" and Insert "Au- 
gust." «• *" 

Art. II. Kec. 3. Page « (Filling vacancr Vea- 
of General Secretary). 

Add "resign or." - 

Art. 11. Sec. 3. Page 8 (Salary of Gen- Yea- 
era 1 Secretary) : ...» 

Slrike out "aiie hundred and twenty- J*m — 
five" and Insert •"ninety." 

Art. 11. Sec. 4. Page 8 (Salary of Gen- Y«s- 

Sirlke out "one hundred and twenty- !*• - 
d Insert "ninety." 

rtlon: 



fiv 



Art. II. New I , 

"The members of the General Execu- 
tive Board shall have power to visit any 
subordinate body of the I. W. W.. and 
have full authority to examine and audit 
all accounts of said subordinate bodies, 
i compel the use of the unl- 



svstem of bookkeeping as adopted 
bv the convention of the I. W. "** 
time to tlm " 



. from 

' General Executive Board, Y«n- 

r "\dd 8 to Sec. 1: "No member of the O. We - 
E. B. shall act as National Organizer 

°\>utlcI > of General Executive Board. Y«a« 

New Seel ion: 'The O. E. B. shall elect 
from the uncontested delegates an audit- H» • 
Ing committee of three who shall audit 
the hooks of the General Organization 
prior to H e convening of the convention. 
Tbev shall be paid at the rate of 13.00 
per diem." 

Art. III. Sees. 11 and 12. Page 13. Yw 
Strike out Sees. 11 and 12 and Insert m 
place thereof: "Delegates to the <"onye. n : !»• « 
tlon from local and national Industrial 
unions ..r departments shall be In good 
standing In the general organization at 
least one year, and In their local union at 
least SO davs prior to the nomination ana 
election of delegates." 

Art. 111. Sec. IS. Page 18. ▼«•• 
Change to read: "The expenses of dele- 

gates attending annual c*™ ventlon * * 

shall be borne by their respective locals. 

excepting mileage, which shall by poolea 

among locals sending delegates. 

Art. III. Sec. 15. Page 13. ▼«•• 
Change to read: "No local shall.be ad- 
mlttcd to representation unless It has wo • 
been duly chartered three months berore 
the assembling of the convention and is 
otherwise In good standing." 

Art. III. Sec. 16. Page 1J. f T «** 

Chance to read : "The_ convention of 
the Industrial Workers of the World I" Ha « 
legislative body of the organisation, and 
Its enactments are of legal when 
sustained by a referendum Tote of tne 
membership. touching any fcl *'il 
amendments to the organic taw wwen 
the convention may a^opt." etc 

organization shall *• derived as follows. Urn 
Charter fees for National Industrial De- 
partments shall .be f«W. J*"^ 
fees for National tndustrIM Unions. Dis- 
trict Council* and l»cal Unions shall be 

$10.00." 

place thereof "I cent*.** «• 
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Industrial Union: but shall fill nut the 
quarterly report blanks and forward 
*an» regulnrlv to the General Secretary 
of the I. W. W." 

Art. V. New section: Yea — 

"No funds of the General Administra- 
tion of the I. W. W. or subordinate parts Ho — 
thereof shall be used for political party 
purposes." 

Art. VI. Sec. 4. Page 1«. T«- 
Change to read: "No one employed In 
an Industry which Is organized In his lo- Na — ■ 
callty Is eligible for membership In the 
mixed local, and no member of a mixed 
local can remain a member of the same 
after an Industrial union of the Industry 
In which he works has been organised 

In that locality." 

Art. VI. Sec. «. Page II. Yea — 

Change to read: "The General Execu- 
tive Board or not less than 10 locals In !»• ~- 
at least three Industries may Initiate a 
referendum on any subject, but refer- 
endum* on deferring action on any matter 
upon which the date has been set. must 
have sufficient Indorsements at least (0 
days prior to sending out such refer- 
endum. 

"AH referendum returns from local 
unions or national Industrial unions shall 
not exceed the membership In good 
standing for the month prior to the Issu- 
ance of such referendum." 

Art. VI. Sec. 7. Page 17 Yea — 

Change to read: "As soon as there are 
two or more National Industrial Unions Km — 
In closely kindred Industries, with an ag- 
gregate membership of not less than 
10.000. the General Executive Board shall 
Immediately proceed to call a convention 
of these National Industrial Unions and 
to organize them as n National Indus- 
trial Department of the I. W. W." 

Art. VI. New section. Yes — 
"Editors of pnpers not controlled by 

the I. W. W. shall not be eligible to mem- Xa — 

mershlp In the I. W. W." 

Art. VII. Page 17. Yea- 
Strike out Sees. I. 2 and Z. and Insert 
In place thereof. "The dues received by Jf* — 
the f :< neral Organization snail be divided 
as follows: Ten per cent of nil does re- 
eelved shall be placed in a defense fund. 
The remaining 00 per cent shall be plac ed 
In the general fund." 

Art. VIII. Sec. 5. Page IS. New S-etlon. Yes — 
"No general officer of the organization 
or parts thereof, or any salnrled organ- He — 
l».rr shnll be permitted to accept any 
office In any political organization, nor 
shall tliev be allowed to accept any nom- 
ination for any political office except per- 
mission be grnnted by a referendum vote 
of tho entire organization." 

Art. IX. Page 1!». YeJ — 

Change to read: "Proposed amend- 
ments to the constitution should be In Jfa — 
the hands of the General Secretary and 
printed In the official publication at least 
two months before the assembling of tho 
convention." 

Art. XI. New Article. Yea — 

•('barges preferred against any mem- 
mer of tho I. W. W. by another member. Urn 
for condui t In violation of the Constitu- 
tion and Hy-I<nws of the organization or 
In violation or Its principles shnll be dis- 
posed of In the following manner: The 
secretary of the local union to which the 
accusor belongs shall transmit the charges 
In writing to the secretary of the local 
union to which the accused belongs, 
keeping a copy of the charges on (He. 
Charges thus preferred shall be referred 
to a Grievance Committee with power to 
summon the accused and accusor together 
with witnesses, and receive tho evidence, 
and report Its findings to the next regu- 
lar meeting of the local union to which 
the accused belongs. The action of the 
local union on the matter shall be bind- 
ing, subject to appeal by either party, to 
the next higher body — the District Coun- 
cil or the Executive Board of the Na- 
tional Industrial Union. From there ap- 
peal may be taken In regular order to 
the General Executive noard, and finally 
to the General Convention. Appeals to 
higher bodies In the organization shall 
be accompanied by copies in writing of 
the evidence in the trial In the local 
union, and shall bo reviewed on the rec- 
ord of the evidence thus presented. The 
expenses. If any. In appeals on charges 
shall be borne by the accusor, unless the 
charges are sustained, in which case the 
expenses shall be borne by the respective 
organizations through which tho charges 
are transmitted on appeal." 

New Articles. (Chartering of Locals, Yes- 
etc.) 

Sec. I. The number of signers required Na « 
on application for charter shall not be 
less than 20." 

"Section 2. No local union shall be Yea- 
entitled to representation at any conven- 
tion, that has not paid tax on at least 20 Na - 
members for the six months prior to the 
convention." 



"All parts of the constitution conflict- 
Ing with amendments ratified by a refer- Wa ■ 
endum vote are hereby declared null and 
void." 

New* Sections to Constitution — sub- Yca< 
mltted by O. E. B.: 

"S. c l. Any local union, national In- Ifa • 
dust rial union or department of the I. 
W. W. that falls to pay Its per capita tax 
for a period of 90 days, shall be con- 
sidered defunct, and all property, books, 
monies and effects shall be surrendered 
to the General Office Of tne I. W. W.. to 
be held In trust for a period of one year 
pending the re-organ Izatlon of such local, 
national Industrial union or department. 
At the end of that period the funds and 
property shall become the property of 
the General Organization." 

"Sec. 2. The charter of a local union Yea 
shall not be surrendered so long as ten 
members object thereto; nor shall the Ifa 
fun-Is of any organization be divided 
among Its membership." 

RESOLITIOMS. 

Advertisements In Bulletin: Yea 
"Hesolved, That columns of the Indus- 
trial Fnlon Bulletin be open for adver- Re i 
tlscmcnts." 

Propaganda Leagues: Yea 

"He It Resolved. By the convention that 
the general administration of Die Indus- Ma < 
trial Workers of tho World be author- 
ized to issue credentials or charters to 
Propaganda Clubs or Leagues, composed 
of actual members of the working class. 
In localities where the general organiser 
deems them necessary. 

■'1. That these clubs shall be under 
the control of the General Organiser the 
same as National Organizers. 

That these Propaganda Leagues 
shall be governed by the Preamble and 
Constitution of the Industrial Workers of 
the World. 

"3. That they shall not admit to mem- 
bership persons suspended from the In- 
dustrial Workers of the World. 

"4. That they shall not admit to mem- 
bership members who have withdrawn 
on account of disagreement with the 
policy of the organization or any of Its 
subsidiary bodies." 



Political Parties and Discipline: 
"Whereas. The primary object l 
Industrial Workers of the World Is to 



unite the workers on the Industrial bat- 
tlefield: and 

"Whereas. Organization, In any sense. 
Implies discipline through the subordina- 
tion of parts to the whole, snd of the In- 
dividual member to the body of which he 
la a part: therefore be It 

"Resolved, That to the end of promot- 
ing Industrial unity and of securing nec- 
essary discipline within the organization, 
the I* W. W. refuses all alliances, direct 
er Indirect, with existing political par- 
ties or antl-polttloal sects, and disclaims 
responsibility for any Individual opinion 
or act which may be at variance with the 



were declared 



over. 

the nomination 
elected: 
8autter, Herts, Whitehead. 
Nominations for eemmittee as 
tions were ealled for. 

Organizer »»/alsh suggested that the 
committee on literature aad press aet 
also as committee on resolutions. A 
motion to that effect was made aad 
carried unanimously. 

The same course was pursued on a 
motion to make the committee on or- 
Citnmittee on Credentials reported on Motion to adjourn carried by a unan- g an i M tion aet also as committee en 
tbo case of Fellow Worker Martin of imous vote. ways and means. 

Laval Union 198 of Toronto, and recom- 



mended that the delegate be not seated. 
The protcatco was granted the floor, 
and he showed a letter in whieh it 
was shown that dues had been paid 
on February 27, threo days prior to 
tho six months' time limit, and 



tho six mon bs time . mit an a. fellow work.r Franei. Mil- package, of ticket, for the "I. W. W. 
September 3rd, that £ Icr be allotted one additional vote for Organization Fund," initiated by a cont- 
end of fiscal year He »^ed the let^ ^.^ R ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ v<)rk Industria , 

ter, and stated that same bad been . ' . ' ... 

, , . , .__„;„♦. one vote for Local Union 513, Woon- 
opened by somebody and no receipts 

were contnined therein. The General BOcket » B - *• 

Secretary Treasurer showed the envel- Motion carried to adopt the report 

ope addressed to Martin, care of NV. E. of the committee. 

Trautmann; that the name of Martin In the matter of J. Francis, the 

covered by the postal stamps, and Credential Committee reports that the 



the opening could be, therefore, ex- documents presented in the ease furnish 

ensed on those grounds, but he gave »d sufficient evidence to sustain the 

his word that no receipt was contained l-rotest against A. J. Francis. Doeu- 

tho letter, and would resent any "tents ^ been J^'^ * * yoU f possession and send all money, to 

imputation that the receipts had been W.lhaffiH. and also by L. G. Flynn, yet * £ „ L w w 

removed from the envelope by any « - ese documents were ...earn plet con a* * ^ ^ 2 Lincoln ^ 

Rosoner asked how fount of the fact that A. J. Francis „ , ^ A| 



body in the office, 
the secretary could make an affidavit 
that there were no receipts in the en- 
elope since he himself bael not opened 
the letter. Secretnry stnted he was pres- 
ent when the letter was opened.* 

After Vincent St. John had explained 
the nature of the protest against the 



The Fourth Annual 
Convention of The 
L W. W. 



lowing, being nominated, 
Kata, House, A. Yates, Morishey, Oaa- 
The following nominees accepted 



wingi 
and 



FOURTH DAY'S SESSION- 



FIFTH DAT, FRIDAY SEPTEMBER Nominations for committee on report 

25th. of officers were called for. 

Morning Session. (To be continued.) 

Chair ealled convention to order at ~" 

9 o'clock a. m. Roll was ealled; two TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN, 

absentees. Committee on Credentials AH those who have in their possession 



Council last winter, are urged to make 
return, on same as soon as possible. 
Here is a chance to swell the emergency 
fund of the I. W. W. at this time when 
it i, especially needed, and at the same 
time circulate some good revolutionary 
literature. All receipt, from sale of 
ticket, above the cost of a book on each 
package go to General Headquarter, for 
Ihe emergency fund. Sell the ticket, In 



had not turned over any of the docu- 
ments in his possession. Motion was 
made to table the report of the com- 
mittee. Motion was lost by, a roll call 
vote. Nineteen voted in favor of the 
motion and 34 against. 
Motion to order A. J. Francis to turn 



New York City. All other, desiring to 
learn about this proposition will com- 
municate with the same address. 

B. H. WILLIAMS. 



NOTICE 
For the benefit of all those fellow 
over documents in his possession to the workers who speak or understand the 



P a.d virtually only *3.tl0 dues n s,x ^ Com J ttee to ^ elected by tion to the opportunity of securing the 

months, that is on an average of four ^ eonvent , OB carricd 12 vot5nR for 8crv iccs of Fellow Worker Gildo Biagi 
numbers per month, a motion was made aea j n9t »» organizer and lecturer. Fellow 

to scat the delegate, and fhc motion car- * ' Bi { wi)I , cavc Seat ,| c about N OV em- 

ried. Matte, was made to seat I™"!"- on a trip through the North- 

Committee on Credentials reported pnn,,ers with a voice but no^ote. Mo- ^ fof th of oreani2ing the 

on the case of the delegate from Local tioa was made by Stark and 8 , con ded . n ^ InJustriaI Work . 

Union No. 150. of Detroit, and recom- by Hertz. Arnold spoke against the 
mended that the delegate be not seated, motion. Katz asked information as 
Motion was made that the ease take to whether there are any national or- 
c same course as other eases of the ganizers in the field now. The motion 

Motion was second- was amended that all those who had ^^J^^ m ^JZ2^Jt 
acted in the capacity of national organ- 
izers be seated with voice and no vote. 
Motion as amended carricd. 



ers of the World. 

Aside from the warm reception and 
interest which he meets among the 



snme nature. Motion was 

Chair called on the protestee to 
take the floor. Riehter announced that 
he had covered his points on the day 
before. A vote was taken by roll call, 



Tbeo. Hertz, holder of credentials as 



low Worker Riagi's visit to Spokane for 
a few weeks last summer was attended 
with the most flattering success. The 
halls are always crowded to hear him 
deliver a most thorough and plain cx- 



„nd on the understanding that the local proxy for Loca Union 24 of Newark o{ q{ 

would put Itself in good standing with N. J., and Local Union No. 1U3, Jersey Jj^,^ 

general headquarters the convention City, announced that he had receipts ^ ^ ^ * pportunity of 

oted by a vote of 50 to 7 to seat for balance due, paid to general head- j „ lhc Italian fe llow workers and 

the delegate. queers, namely $15. for Local Union ^ ^ fa ^ ^ afe a 

Herman Riehter rose to state that 1M, »»* ' V ?™ u ? number of Italians to try. if possible, to 

as the acts of the convention are at 24 * which places these two locals in make arrangcn)ent$ with FcUow WorkCT 

variance with his views of what in- « ooi standing, and requested that tne ^ ^ ^ ^ of No _ 



vember next 
Biagi can be written 



proxy vote be allotted him. 
M «r«»...« Delegate 8tark moved, and it was 
On the case oVt7c credential of Local "bonded by McArthur, that the re- p^'^vcn^S^ 
quest be grnnted. Executive Boara 
Member Kntz asked in what way the 
deficiency had been made good. Dele- 
gate Herts informed him that he had 



dustrial union activity means, he de- 
clined to accept the scat as delegate. 



Union No. j2, of Chicago, III., the com- 
mittee reported adversely, because the 
delegate, Lcdermann, was not a mem- 



108J4 



„„ „ f , h nt >.«.. »»* ... ... . ' ~,. " ™ „„7 

from bin own local. 



JAMES WILSON. 
Secretary Central Executive Committee, 
Spokane. 

SAM RIZZO. 



The protestee was given tho floor, 



ing himself. 

Motion carried, one dissenting vote 



At a mass meeting held by citizens of 
San Pedro, Cal., on October 3, 1908, 
the following resolution was adopted 
inimously : 

'Whereas, Morric R. Prc'.on and Jo- 



und stated that the local is composed wm reeorded> 

of metal workers, and as they have Tho cimjr aBnonncea tnat the next 
none who can talk English they decided . hminn% ,„ „ der would bc t he election "nanimously : 
to elect him, in the belief that he comm i ttee . Md ealled for nomina- W 1 hcr . c t as - 1 , . . M 
would also bo elected by the local of committee on rules and order Smhh are lytng ,n the Nevada State 
which he is a member. But not being ^^nes, Penitentiary a, he result of a eon- 
elected he thought that the credential "2£Twm* by Axelson. seconded ^ of ih \ M,n « ° W " e " J 

tZZTZZrxzz ^sx^sx 

rr^rj-zrz — r sums 2SSS^ 

not seat the delegate was carried by * n after p jnkertoBf Axelson> P . M „. * \ "^rJluZi ™ 

UT > Rnd - ^ ^ A ' T ' te§ P - wL'r^t. «TaU'«. 

mann was assured that ho would have htd dcelilied . P ^ w|w|| 

an opportunity to bring the request of CnM Trafnor> Thos. Whitehead, Geo. ^^y^an, who wa, a union offi- 

the local representation of local, com- Conow ^ ' ^ and 

posed of workers who cannot .peak the NoIninat}on)| for con , mUte e on eon- threatened his H fe; and. 

English language before the proper n,,^,,, wa8 ealled for . The fob 

committee. 



Whereas, The law reads, and civil 
and executive officer, claim, that every 
citizen, no matter how humble, i, en- 
titled to a fair and impartial trial, there- 



stitutions was called for. The fol- "Whereas, Joseph Smith was at 

lowing were declared elected after J. at , he t j me 0 f tne shooting, having noth- 

Credential Committee reported on the T Colo Rud> Katz> A . y B tes, Jerry j ng to do with it at all ; and, 

credentials of delegates from the New g mltht gt. John, J. J. Stsrk, and Fred "Whereas, These men were convicted 

York Propaganda League, ono of the |r eB i eW ood had been nominated also, on the pcrjurcl testimony of thugs, 

delegates, James Connolly, being prea- but dce ij n ed: SO mc of whom recently figured in a pro- 

ent. The committee reported that the H B Williams, H. Oaines, E. O. f css jonal hold-up; and, 

delegate bc seated with a voice but pjy nn> jr. b. Vail, A. Axelson. 

without vote. Chair ealled for nomination for com 

Arnold a.ked whether fraternal del- mittee on organization, 

egate. can participate in the delibera- Whitehead, A. Yatc, Rosencr, Pink 

tions of a convention. erton, Morishey, Arnold, House, and {ont ^ j t 

Rosener spoae against the report. 8o Rioe. were nominated, but deeUned, "Resolved, That we, the citizens of 

did 8autter of Los Angehm. Williams and the following five were declared Sa„ Pedro> Cal., in mass meeting as- 

spoke in favor of tBe report of the elected as committee on organization: K mbled, hereby protest against such 

committee. J- J- Stark, J. Cole, Francis Miller, tyranny and demand that the President 

Motion ta seat the fraternal delegates Martin and Jerry 8mith. of the United States investigate this 

waa put and defeated. Nominstions for grievance committee most flagrant miscarriage of justice, and 

Delegate Flynn asked whether Fran- were ealled for. The following were according to his oath of office, see that 

cis had turned over the documents M nominated and declined. Kata, Arnold, ,„cse men are given a fair trial and a 

ordered by the convention, and wa. an- Cole, Stark, Sautter, A. Yates, Wm. square deal." ASA LUTHER, 

swered in the negative. Bice, Flynn, and the following, act Chairman of the Meeting. 

By motion from the floor and rag- declining, were declared eleeted: __ 

ration of the ehalr, the General Sec- Rosenor, Heslewood, Arthur-this be 

* --— Ing a committee of three. 



A word to the wise U rafflcientt 
Gold facts ihovld appeal to ; 



rotary was Instructed to iaform all Ing a eommittee of three. Gold facts IbOQld appeal to YOU. 

«-!«;. whose deleaates had been an- Nomination for committee oa liter We mmt have $6,000 within three 
2 !?" tZJ1ST.iL eonv«- ature and pre- were ealled for. Tb. montts . If it be $10,000 it Would 

But we mut have 
straight talk. Ton 

Me- aad Bice. The following accepted the can get them, yon, and yon alone, 
nomination, aad were declared elr A - " ' * 3 " " " 

aa the eoamittee oa literature 
•The delegate received the receipt, pres.: 
next day in another letter, but failed to W. ^^old. 

0MMM ' f^ in the con Tc n tkm .-- Chair ealleu for aeminatleae ret aa ghopttiatee, every 
^nnounce this fact to the conreOTCit- ^ ^ eomBdttM <rf thm. The fob «« ndoDirl All 



Z *nfZTXL *T*77Z. following, being nomlaated, declined: be rtill better. 
^^SSl^^^fniJa^ Frank Mifler, H W Kata, Swtter^ |6,000. Thif it ttraight talk. Yon 
iSlTnt^ TZn™**^** a.* Wee. The foiiowiag aeeepted the can get them, yon, and yon alone. 
Un V-rt^L nomination, aad were declared elected Let this appeal speak for Itself. 

tioa camen. •»» Qet to work, order ooUection Hits 

from general headqitarters, eoQect 
the sinews of 



